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said it was Number. But we only began
to know about things when people looked
straight at the facts, and made what they
could out of them ; and that is the only way
in which we can know anything about right
and wrong. Moreover, it is the way in
which the great moralists have set to work,
when they came to treat of verifiable things
and not of theories all in the air. A great
many people think of a prophet as a man
who, all by himself, or from some secret
source, gets the belief that this thing is right
and that thing wrong. And then (they
imagine) he gets up and goes about persuad-
ing other people to feel as he does about it;
and so it becomes a part of their conscience,
and a new duty is created. This may be in
some cases, but I have never met with any
example of it in history. When Socrates
puzzled the Greeks by asking them what they
precisely meant by Goodness and Justice and
Virtue, the mere existence of the words shows
that the people, as a whole, possessed a moral
sense, and felt that certain things were right
and others wrong* What the moralist did was
to show the connection between different virtues,
the likeness of virtue to certain other things,
the implications which a thoughtful man could
find in the common language. Wherever the
Greek moral sense had come from, it was there